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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
uqder the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Thursday, 
the 27th November, 1941, at 4 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Sir Muhammad Azj/.vl Haoite, c.i.e., 
Khan Bahadur) in the Chair. 8 linn 'hie Ministers and 212 members. 


. Chief Minister’s Statement. 

fhe Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir. More \ou take up 
» t lie business before the House may 1, with your leave and the leave 
• f the llohse, make a short statement! 1 ' As the House is well aware, 
this session of the Assembly was called primarily for the purpose of 
discussing the provisions of the Secondary Education Bill. We were 
trying when we last met to have an agreed settlement regarding the 
Bill itself. As the House is also aware, our attempts at an agreed 
settlement were* very satisfactory and it was hoped that with a little 
more effort we would be able to produce an agreed Bill. Unfortunately 
how r ever the* intervention of the holidays and the absence of many 
yiem}>ers of the Committee prevented us from continuing our delibera- 
tions and I am sorry to say that no further progress has been made. 
We propose to resume our labours and for that purpose some time will 
be necessary . I therefore pray that you may be pleased to adjourn 
tile House for a few’ days in order to enable us to carry on our work. 

Mr. 8PEAKER* I understand that the matter has been discussed 
between the leaders of different parties who have no objection. The 
House stands adjourned till 4 p.m. (Bengal time) on the 8th December, 
1941. 


Adjournment 

Accordingly the House was adjourned at 4-6 p.m. till 4 p.m. OB 
Monday, the 8th December, 1941, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled ' 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 


Thk Asskmuly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Monday, 
the 8th December, 1941, at 4 p.m. 


Mr. Speaker (the Jlon’ble Sir Muhammad Azizul Haque, c.i.e., 
Khan Bahadur) in the Chair and 227 members. 

Adjournment of the House on account of the death of the Deputy 
Speaker. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Members of the Assembly, 1 have the melancholy 
duty to convoy the most mournful news of the sad and traffic death of 
iour Deputy Speaker, and 1 propose that references be made to-morrow. 

1 adjourn the House till 4 p.m. (Bengal time) to-morrow. 

Adjournment 

The House was accordingly adjourned till 4 p.m. (Bengal time) 
on Tuesday, the 9th December, 1941, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 



Proceedings* of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Tuesday, 
the 9th December, 1941, at 4 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Sir Mtiummu) Azi/i’l II \oue, c.i.e., 
Khan Bahadur) in the Chair and 2 1 9 members. 


Affirmation of Allegiance. 

The following gentleman made an affirmation ot his allegiance to 
the Crown js- 

Jdr. Dhirendra Nath Sen (eleeted h\ the Bengal National Chamber 
of Cflimnerce). 


Obituary. 

Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, on beliall of the Piogicssive Coali- 
tion Party of which 1 have the honour and the privilege to be the Leader, 
I wish to express our grief and sorrow at the sudden demise of our late 
Deputy Speaker Mr. Ashrafali. The deceased belonged to one of the 
most renowned aristocratic families of North Bengal and his ancestors 
jiad settled down at Natore in the district of Bajshahi during the reign 
of the Emperor Shahjahan of Delhi. The family has been m receipt of 
jagirs from the Moghul Emperors and many members of the family 
distinguished themselves in various responsible positions in public 
life. The deceased himself was a member of the English Bar and 
officiated for some time as Deputy Legal Beniembrancer in the High 
Court. We, who have known him in this House, can bear unmistak- 
able testimony to his courteous manners, his lovable disposition and 
I can truly say that he was a gentleman in the best sense of the term. 
Our grief is all the more poignant that his death was sudden and 
quite unexpected. Our sympathies go to the bereaved family which 
. received .shock from which it will never recover on account of the 
death of Mr. Ashrafali’s son a few r months ago/ We pray for the soul 
p{ the deceased and we hope that God Almighty will give the family 
'jojsolation at this hour of their grief and sorrow. 
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Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Sir, on behalf of the Muslim League 
Party I desire to associate myself with the words of condolence which' 
have just now fallen from the lips of our late Leader. 

Sir, the party had the privilege of including the Deputy Speaker 
as one of its members and our grief is all the more poignant that at 
the present moment when we needed his presence so greatly he should 
have passed away from our midst. Sir, almost his last words uttered 
in our presence were dramatic enough to keep his memory green in 
our minds for a long time to come. Ilis unassuming manners, his 
courtesy will always be remembered by us and we shall always fchink 
of him us u great gentleman who was on the best of terms with every- 
one and never did harm to anyone. Sir, we deeply mourn his loss and 
convey our sincerest condolences to his bereaved family. 


Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Sir, on behalf of the Bengal Congress 
Parliamentary Party I associate myself with the words spoken by the 
Hon’ble Trader of the Progressive Coalition Party. Mr. Ashrafali by 
his innate goodness, his gentleness and his courtesy endeared himself 
so much to all sections of this House that wo feel his loss as a personal 
loss. We all know. Sir, that the sudden and untimely death of .his 
only son was an overwhelming shock to him and it had told* oh his 
health, but none of us was prepared for his sudden and untimeh death. 
If I were to sum up the impression that he has left in our mind 1 would 
repeat what has been said by the previous speakers that he was a 
gentleman in the full sense of t he term, and, Sir, that is no small 
praise for u man who has been in polities tor very many years. 

Sir, once more I and my friends on this side ot the House associate 
ourselves with the words which have been uttered by the previous 
speakers in appreciation of the services rendered to the House by the 
late Deputy Speaker. 

Mr. DAVID HENDRY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, on behalf of the 
Europeun Party 1 wish to express our sorrow at the passing of the late 
Deputy Speaker. We always looked upon him as one of the finest 
types of Bengali gentlemen. His pleasant personality au<j .kindly 
demeanour, I am sure, endeared him to all sections of this House. 
He did not alw T ays receive that courtesy from this House which we 
wish he could have had, but that only increases our sorrow that we can 
have no further opportunity of making amends therefor. We mourn his 
loss, Sir, and sympathise with his family. 

Mr. C. GRIFFITHS' Mr. Speaker, Sir, on behalf of the Anglo- 
Indians I associate myself with the sentiments expressed by the various, 
leaders of the different groups. 
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Mr> PULIN BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, on behalf of the Assembly 
Scheduled Catotes Party we express our deep sorrow at the sudden 
demise of our late friend Mr. Ashrafali. Sir, he was a perfect 
gentleman with charming manners. He had no enemies and he cu- 
deared himself to all who came in contact with him. We were surprised 
to hear of the sudden loss of such a gentleman. Sir, it was in the 
hands of Providence and we all know that in the midst of life we are 
in death.* We deeply mourn the loss of such a gentleman. 

, Mr. 8PEAKER : Ladies and Gentlemen, before 1 place the resolu- 
tion for your acceptance may I also in this connection express my 
deepest feeling at the tragic suddenness with which the death of the 
I>eputy Speaker took place. It was only on Saturday morning at 
about II that he was with me for over an hour discussing several 
matters and little did anyone realise at that time that death wa* 
following him so soon. He was shattered beyond human conception 
by the death of his only son early this yeur when he stood in the 
position of posterity to one to whom he should have been his ancestor; 
yet all wffo knew' him and saw him never found in him any outward 
expression by which we could judge the tragic agonies that he always 
felt, within himself. You have all expressed your appreciation and 
I want wholeheartedly to associate myself with that. To me he had 
been more than a friend; I had personal contact with him for the last 
*2o years. When I first joined t tie Par, we had him as the President 
of our District Association for the reason that he had some connection 
with our district. I had the honour of proposing him at the beginning 
of the New Constitution as the Deputy Speaker of this House, and in 
various w'ays I had personal contact with him for the last 23 years. 

He has now gone beyond our human understanding and human con- 
fidence and, I only pray that his soul may rest in eternal peace. Our 
•ympathies go to the bereaved family and in doing so 1 sjieak not only 
‘on J'mir behalf hut on behalf of the Bengal Legislative Assembly 
Department officers and staff. 

I hope, Ladies and Gentlemen, that you will kindly rise in your 
•eats to signify your assent to a message of condolence being sent. 

(Members rose in their seats.) 

Thank you, Ladies and Gentlemen, Secretary will do (lie needful. 

I have also to refer to the deaths of Mr. 0. K. Dockland, o.i.k., 
and Sreejut -Togindra Chandra Chakraborty. 

Mr. Buckland joined the Indian Civil Service in the year 1870 and 
having*served in various capacities became senior member of the Board 
of Revenue. He w r as a member of the Legislative Council of the 
Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal from 1893 to 1897 and again from 1899 
io 1904 when he retired. He was decorated for his meritorious work. 
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He belonged to a family that served Bengal for three ^generations 
successively. After his retirement he still kept himself* in touch with 
India and helped many Indian students in England with his advice 
and guidance. 

Sreejut Jogindra Chandra Chakraborty was elected a member of the 
old Bengal Legislative Council in 1928 and continued to be so till 1929 
from the Dinajpur Non-Muhammadan Constituency. H^ was an 
eminent lawyer, a social worker and w T a.s intimately connected with 
many public activities not only in the district of Dinajpur but in the 
whole of Bengal. He was a well-known figure in the life of t.hifc 
province and a thorough gentleman commanding love, respect and 
admiration from all who knew him personally. His death is a great 
loss to Bengal. 

I feel it is our duty to send our message ot condolence to the 
bereaved families and T hope you will kindly rise in your seats to 
signify your assent. 

(Members rose in their seats.) 

Thank you, Ladies and (ientlemen, Secretary will do the needful. 


Point of Order. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of order. Sir. We have 
received this afternoon a list of business delineating certain subjects, 
but although we had received previously another list in which there 
were two important items of business, nameh, the laying on the table 
of the Bengal Turbulent Areas Ordinance, 1941, and the motirtn dis- 
approving the same, we do not find those two important items in the 
list of business to-day. 1 submit, Sir, that you had stood h\ us when 
we claimed that any ordinance that the Governor might in his indivi- 
dual judgment he pleased to issue should be placed before the Assembly' 
as soon as the Assembly re-assembled, and Sir, \ou also had been 
pleased at that moment to give >our opinion that even it t he Ministry 
did not choose to place if for a numbei ot days, it would he the business 
of your department to sec that the ordinance was placed l T n<W the 
circumstances, I would most humbly request you to see that the ordi- 
nance is laid in accordance with the law and to permit us to discuss 
the ordinance because it is very much in force at t he moment and we 
are anxious to disapprove of the same. 

With these words, I submit, that a revised list of business be 
placed before the House. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: So far as the agenda is concerned, 1 think 
Dr. Sanyal has begun his task with a little misunderstanding of tb'3 
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agenda itself. In fact, there is an item of business to-day, vi*., 
“business reidaining from the 8th December, 1941”, which includes 
the two items referred to and therefore they are in the agenda. 

So far as the question of laying the ordinance on the table is 
concerned, I shall make my position clear. If Government do not lay 
it on the table at the earliest opportunity, it is my duty to see that it is 
laid on th^ table by some means or other. Unfortunately, there is no 
existence of Government so far as the Ministry is concerned for the 
time being. Therefore it is only fair that till Government function 1 
should give them an opportunity . 

The House stands adjourned till 4 p.m on Friday 


Adjournment. 

Accordingly the House was adjourned at 4-lo p.m. till 4 p.m. on 
Friday the 12th December, 1941, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Thu Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Friday, 
the 12th December, 1941, at 4 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Sir Muhammad Azizul Haquk, c.i.m., 
Khan Bahadur) in the Chair, 3 Hon’ble Ministers and 210 members. 


Panel of Chairmen. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Before I proceed with to-day's business I have 
just to say this much that I shall nominate the panel of Chairmen after 
a few days after I know' the definite line of party alignments. 


Questions. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I should like to draw the attention of the Hon’bb* 
the Chief Minister to the outstanding questions and answers now' lying 
in the Assembly Department, and to know whether the present Govern- 
ment would stick to the replies already drafted and sent to this depart- 
ment or whether they would like to have an opportunity to re-examine 
the answers with a view to revising them, if necessary. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ* If you will ‘permit me to 
make a statement 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That you can make after 1 dispose of the present 
item. 

So far as the questions are concerned, I take it that you wish to look 
into them again. I will take necessary steps to send all the questioim 
and answers to the respective departments concerned and I hope you 
will be pleased to see that the replies come back as quickly as possible. 

Leave of absence of certain members. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Kir, I beg to move that this 
Assembly do permit Mr. Pratul Chandra Ganguly, representing the East 
Bengal Municipal (General) Constituency, and Babu Jnanendra* 
Chandra Majumdar, representing the Mymensingh East (Geneitel) 
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Constituency, to be absent for the period from the 28th of July, 1941, 
to the 18th ofl September, 1941, and from the 27th of November, 1941, 
till the end of the present session for which they find they are unable 
to attend meetings of this Assembly. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


t Special Motion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: As regards the special motion of which notice 
.ha^ been given by Mr. San tosh Kumar Basu, I have not yet received 
the consent of the department concerned. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I have seen the 
ipecial motion which is proposed to be moved by my friend, Mr. San tosh 
Kumar Basu. I can say this that the Government of Bengal as at 
present constituted 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : Mi ly we know the nature of 

the special motion Y 

* .Mr. SPEAKER: It is not yet admitted. I want to know whether 
the Hon’ble Minister concerned has given his consent, for it cannot 
©ome before the House till lie gives his consent. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: So far as the question of 
taking all necessary steps is concerned, from that point of view 1 con- 
sider that I can have no objection to this motion being moved in this 
Houstfi. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: The motion before the House is that this 
Assembly is of opinion that the Government of Bengal should take 
immediately all necessary steps to secure an early release of Sj. Surat 
Chandra Bose who has been placed in detention. 

1 may at this stage sound a note of warning, if it is at all 
aeeded, to the mover of this motion that no criticism whatsoever 
as to the reasons for this arrest or no comment whatsoever on 
the action • taken is within the jurisdiction of this House, The 
matter w r hich concerns this House is confined only to the form in which 
the special motion has been tabled, namely, to request the Govern- 
ment to take steps. Why and under what circumstances the arrest 
was made are matters which are wholly beyond the scope of this motion. 

Mf. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU : Mr. Speaker, 1 move : this Assem- 
bly is of opinion that the Government of Bengal should take immediately 
til necessary steps to secure an early release of Sj. Sarat Chandra Bose 
•who has been placed in detention. 
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Sir, it is my melancholy duty to place before this Assembly this , 
special motion for its consideration and acceptance. Y quite realise 
that the warning you have given is opportune and timely, and I do not 
desire to go into all those matters which you have been pleased to 
indicate in your opening observations. To us it is a matter which is 
too deep for words. This motion on the face of it is extremely reason- 
able and proper. Sir, the blow has come w r ith tremendous suddenness 
and it is difficult for us to recover from it so soon. I do no^; know if 
we can really recover from the seriousness of this blow until Sj. Sarat 
Chandra Bose again breathes the free air outside the prison bars. * At 
the same time it is my duty, and I trust that the Assembly will take 
this view, that we can ask the newly-constituted Government of Bengal 
to take immediately all necessary steps to secure the early release of 
Sj. Sarat Chandra Bose. Various methods and various means are open 
to the Provincial Government to act in this particular matter; and 
1 hope that the Government will not fail to take all those steps which 
they may consider open to them for tin* purpose of bringing about an 
immediate release of Sj. Sarat Chandra Bose. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY 5 Sii, I rise to support the motion 
behalf of the Bengal Congress Parliamentary Party — the motion that 
has been moved by my friend, Mr San tosh Kumar Basil. 1 entirely 
agree with him that it is not necessary to make any speech ‘about it. , 
The wound is too fresh for us. For myself J feel overwhelmed w r ith 
sorrow because after all we are not merely politicians, we are human 
beings, we are sons ot mothers, husbands of wives and fathers of 
children And in supporting this resolution I cannot help — 1 hope, 
Sir, you will forgive me and the House will forgive me, referring- 
to a purely family matter - 1 cannot help thinking of the aged mother 
of Mr. Bose; one of her sons is away from her whose whereabouts are 
unknown, and to-day another son is clapped into jail. Sir, J am not 
mentioning these things to beg for mercy. [ know that Mr. Sarat 
Chandra Bose has suffered many times for the love of his country, and 
that he is prepared to sutler more: In's shoulders are broad enough. 
But, Sir. after all we are human beings and on an occasion like this it 
is impossible tor us to torgel the human side of the question • 

1 wholeheartedly support ihe resolution that has been moved by 
friend Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu. 

Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, l will not take very long. I 
think the matter is very simple and I wholeheartedly support the motion 
that has been moved. Sir, the Hon’ble Chief Minister and the Home 
Minister of Bengal can legitimately request the Government of India 
to supply them with materials on which the action has been taken. I 
trust that the Government of India will have confidence in the Chie£ 
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Minister abd the Home Minister and they will place the materials 
before them. ' If the Chief Minister is satisfied that the notion is justi- 
fied. then I trust he will ask the party to which Mr. Sarut Chandra 
Bose belonged to disown him. If, on the other hand, the party refuses 
to disown him, ] think the duty of the Hon'ble Chief Minister is clear 
in that he should dissociate himself entirely from that party and remove 
that party from the coalition group. 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU : On a point oi order, Sir We 
deliberately desisted from referring to all these matters in pursuance 
of the directions that you were pleased to give. Now, Sir Nazimuddin 
has been proceeding on a purely hypothetical basis and has been pro- 
ceeding to build up his arguments on slender basis of hypothesis which 
has no legs to stand upon. I hope, Sir. you will give him a timely 
warning not to proceed in that strain. 

Khty&ja Sir NAZIMUDDIN! On the other hand, Sir, I maintain 
that if the»Hon’ble Chief Minister and the Home Minister are not satis- 
fied on t lie materials placed before them, the honour and loyalty to the 
gehtleman with whom he had made an honourable pact demand that he 
should resign from the office he holds, (('beers from Muslim League 
Benches . ) 

Mr. DAVID HENDRY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, a very serious charge 

has been brought (There were interruption* from Progressive 

Coalition Party Benches.) 

Mr. 8PEAICER : Ma\ 1 request that at least on an occasion like 
this members should know how to behave ? 

Mr. DAVID HENDRY: Mi. Spcakci, Sn, a very mtidiis charge 
has been bi ought against a membei of this House and 1 would suggest 
that the best line for Government to follow is to ask the reasons for 
his detention and that the materials supporting that action to he placed 
before* them. You yourself, Sir, have ruled that there should be no 
contentious debate on this subjecl, and we agree that it would be 
wrong to enter into contentious argument this afternoon. We cannot 
support this resolution, however, and my view is that this Government 
cannot and should not go further than request the reasons tor Mr. Sarat 
Chandra Bose’s detention and the materials upon which such detention 
has bees carried out. 

(The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq rose to speak.) 


Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Order please. I think you havfe accepted 
Mr. Fazlul Huq as your Leader and the Leader of your party should 
speak. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, 1 had no desire 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Sir, may I rise on a point of 
information? May we know if this will finish the debate ? t 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: There ma> be people who* 
would like to speak. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order please. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I had no desire to 
make any speech so far as this resolution is concerned, but one or two 
remarks of my very esteemed friend the ex-Home Minister of Bengal 
have compelled me to say just a few words. I can assure him that I 
am extremely grateful to him for pointing out to me the duties* and 
responsibilities of a Home Minister. 1 am not yet a full-fledged Home 
Minister; T have not taken over charge \ et . I will look up Hie records 
of the administration in Bengal, particularly in the Home Department' 
to find out how the Home Minister of Bengal has acted in the past on 
occasions like this. 1 am not at all original but an humble imitator. 
I can assure him that 1 will imitate him very closely. I will take 
inspiration from what he has left as a legacy for me and I feel quite 
eure that 1 will find in the archives of the Secretariat instructions to 
guide me on occasions like this. 

Sir, so far as the party is concerned, I am sure they have got the 
fullest confidence that we will do our best to get orders of release for 
our friend Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose and the House is w r ell aware that 
the arrest has been made under orders of the Government of India. 
We will approach the proper authorities not merely for information hut 
also for taking proper steps so that he may be set at liberty. • 

Sir, I am glad that the demand contained in this resolution has been 
supported unanimously by all sections of the House and in this view 
of the case 1 may take it that the resolution will be accepted 
unanimously. 

Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, are we to understand 'that the 
Chief Minister is going to follow the policy of the late Ministry? 


Mr. SPEAKER: Order pleaae. 
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The motion that this Assembly is of opinion that tne Government 
of Bengal should take immediately all necessary steps to secure the 
early release of Sj. Sarat Chandra. Bose who has been placed in deten- 
tion, was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. SPEAKER: There is one matter about which 1 wish to enquire 
ami that is about the nature of the business that we will have to do. 
I do not Jthink it would be possible to take up much of the legislative 
work this session, but there are one or two matters which are very 
important, namely, laying of a certain Ordinance on the table and 1 
would like to know the earliest date on which it would be possible for 
Government to lay the Ordinance on the tahle. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs Sir, as the House is 
aware, I have been asked to form a new Cabinet, I have consented 
to do so, but I have not had time enough to complete my task. Unless 
the Cabinet is complete it is not possible for me to say anything 
becausf tlie Cabinet as a whole must take responsibility in this matter. 
I hope tf^he able to complete nn Cabinel In Monday and I request 
you, Sir, tor an adjournment so that when the complete Cabinet meets 
I •promise we will lay this Ordinance on the table on that date. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I would like to know from the Leader of the 
.Oppositiffn as to whether he has an\ objection to the procedure which 
has been suggested by Mr. Fazlul Huq, namely, adjournment till, sav, 
Monday oi Tuesday. 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sii. we have no objection it the 
House is adjoyrned till Monday 

Mr. SPEAKER: The House stands adjourned till 4 p.m. (Bengal 
time) on Tuesday next. 


Adjournment. 

Accordingly the House was adjourned at 4-20 p.m. till 4 p.m. (Bengal 
time) on Tuesday, the 10th December, 1941, at the Assembly House, 
Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935 . 

Thk Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Tuesday, 
the 16th December, 1941, at 4 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Sir Muhammad Azizul Haouk, c.fcB., 
Khan Bahadur) in the Chair, 2 Hon’ble Ministers and 203 members 


Formation of the Ministry. 

Mr. SPEAKER: J would ask the Chief Minister if the Ministry 
has now been completed. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, the final ^election of 
Ministers has been made and approved by His Excellency.* 1 under- 
stand that a communique is being- issued. The Ministers will be swojn 
in to-morrow. * • 

(Some members in the Opposition Denches who could not heai the 
Hon’ble Chief Minister wanted to know what he had said.)* 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Chief Minister has said that tin* final 
selection of Ministers has been made and approved by His Excellency 
and that the oath-taking ceremony would take place to-morrow. 

If there is no objection, the Chief Minister can at least gitf’o the 
names of the Ministers. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, the position is this 
The names of Ministers were submitted by the Chief Minister und 
approved by His Excellency, but the convention is that unless a 
communique is issued under orders of His Excellency the names 
should not be disclosed. I think that by this time a communique is 
already out or will be out shortly. Orders were issued at 12 clock 
to communicate the names of Ministers. 

Bengal Turbulent Areas Ordinance, 1941. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: in those circumstances the only business is to 
lay the Ordinance on the table. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, under section 88(2) 
(a) of the Government of India Act, 1935, I beg to lay the Bengal 
Turbulent Areas Ordinance, 1941, on the table. 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI. Sir, could the Ordinance be 
discussed to-day? 

Mr, SPEAKER: No. If there is any motion it will bo taken up 
to-morrow. 

Khflfl Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, there is a Special 

Motion. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : 1 find that there is a Special Motion of which 

notice has been given. I have taken necessary steps to communicate 
and get the necessary consent of the parties concerned. If the consent 
comes, then the motion will he taken up to-morrow. If the consent 
does not come, the matter stands there. I may give an idea to the 
members of the House as to the progress of our work day to day. My 
idea is that subject to such exigencies as might transpire later on, as 
the Ordinance has been laid on the table, <u\y resolution relating to 
the Ordinance, if there he an\ , will l>e discussed and taken up 
to-morrow, and in the rest of the time any Special Motion, if 
admitted, may he taken up. If 'there is any oilier motion regarding 
confidence or non-confidence in the Ministry, 1 propose to take up the 
matter to-morrow, and 1 hope that the members will decide upon 
fheir own action b\ that time. In case there is any such motion and 
it is admitted b\ the House, the motion will be taken up for the 
purpose of admission to-morrow, but, if admitted, the dismission will 
proceed from Friday. I do not wish to put it off for a long time 
unless "it is the desire of the different sections of the House. 


Short-notice questions. 

m 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Sir, l have got one question to 
ask. I gave notice of two short-notice questions. May I draw your 
attention 

MrT SPEAKER: Jf you take that attitude, 1 refuse to reply. I 
am telling you that as soon as the reply comes it will be placed on 
the table. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Sir, I draw your attention to 
rule 24 of the Bengal Legislative Assembly Procedure Rules. The 
question* has been returned to me directing my attention to rule 24. 
There, Sir, so far as I could go through the rule I understand that the 
, Speaker in his discretion will ask for the consent of Government and 
nflt the member who gives notice of the question. 
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BUSINESS ON FRIDAY* 


[15th Dio. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Mahmood, you should try to.be a little 
familiar with the procedure. The question has not been sent to you 
for your consent, but merely the information has been communicated 
to you that it has been sent to the department concerned for consent. 


Business on Friday. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: You are fixing Friday, but 1 
would like to say that Friday is generally reserved for non-official 
business. On Friday we should like to have non-official resolutions. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I feel that all urgent matters should be disposed 
of first. As regards the other matters, if there is any real business 
and if it is the desire of the House, we can consider taking them up 
on Monday. In any case we will decide that to-morrow. I feel that 
in this session we cannot do much work. For the time being the 
procedure is that in case there is a non-confidence motion which is 
admitted, it will be taken up on Friday. 


Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at 4-7 p.m. till 4 p.m. on 
Wednesday, the 17th December, 1941, at the Assembly House, 
Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, ou Wednesday, 
the 17th December, 1941, at 4 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Sir Muhammad Azizttl Haque, c.i.e., 
Khan Bahadur) in the Chair, 9 Hon’ble Ministers and 18G members. 


Short-notice question. 

Ktyin Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : Si r, may we know whether any 
questions # are going to be answered to-day? 

.Mr. SPEAKER: 1 think, there is only one short-notice question. 

Kharr Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will that be answered to-day P 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. 

N^wabzada K. NASARULLAH: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Home 
Minister he pleased to state whether Government have made any 
representation to the Government of India regarding the release of 

Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose? 

• 

(/>) If so, will the Ilon'lde Minister be pleased to lay on the table 
a copy of the representation? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any 
attempt has been made or is being made to find out the truth or otherwise 
of the statanent contained in the Government of India's communique 
issued in connection with the arrest of Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq): (a) The proceedings of this House will be 
forwaftled to the proper authorities in due course. 

(b) This has to await the orders of the Cabinet. 

(c) No. 
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SHORT-NOTICE QUESTION. 


[17th Deo. 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 

pleased to state whether Government will add any of their own recom- 
mendations to the representation which is going to be sent to the 
Government of India or will send only as a formal and normal course 
the proceedings of this House? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: What the Government will 
do will have to be decided by the Government itself. That nSeanfc that 
it would have to await the decision of the Cabinet. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Has no Cabinet yet met and 

taken a decision on the matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The matter will be consi- 
dered by Government, but it is not for me to say what the decision of 
the Cabinet will be. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI. When does the Hcau’ble the 
Chief Minister think the Government will be constituted . and this 
matter proceeded with ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 am not a prophet and 
I cannot foretell events. ' 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Does not the Government 
consider the matter to be very urgent in view of the fact that Mr. Sarat 
Chandra Bose is already under detention and if his release is to be 
obtained it must be done as early as possible? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That is for the Government 
to answer. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I understand “Government” means the Cabinet 
as a whole, and therefore what the Government will or will not do, 
there must be somebody to answer. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That can be done only 
after the Cabinet has met and taken a decision. I undertake to 
communicate to the House the decision of the Government on relevant 
matters. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Does the Hon’ble the Chief Minister 
mean to say that the Government does not function until the Cabinet 
meets? 





SHORT-NOTICE QUESTION. 


lfr 

Mr. SPEAKER : All I say is that that question does not arise out 
of the main question. The question whether Government is functioning 
or is not functioning is a question of which you must give a fresh 
notice. 

Mr* FAZLUR RAHMAN i TV hen does the Government expect the 
Cabinet to meet and take a decision on the matter? 

% 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: When the Cabinet meets, 
decision will be taken on the matter. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, my question has not been answered. 
I want to know when the Cabinet is expected to meet. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ! The Cabinet meets when 
there is enough business to do and on the consent of His Excellency 
the Governor. It is not possible for me therefore to say when the 
Cabin eh will meet. 


'Khan -Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleaded to state whether Government, do not consider it so very urgent 
that they should meet immediately? 

• Mr. SPEAKER: That is a question of opinion. 


Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Sir, we were told in the House 
that by Tuesday everything would be sifted. That day has passed. 
Now, jvill the Hon’ble the Chief Minister kindly tell us when he will 
take this matter up? 

Mr. 8PPAKER: The first part of the question does not arise. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Sir, I am new to this sort of 
question. I look up to you for help and guidance. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: There has been a little deviation on both sides. 
I feer that groper s^plementary questions to this question would be 
as to whether the Cabinet or the Government has come to a decision on 
the matter and, if not, when will the Government come to a decision P 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: We have already put that question, to 
which the Hon’ble Minister replies that the Cabinet will meet when 
there is^ufficient business before the Cabinet. Our question is whether 
the Hon ble the Chief Minister considers this business to be so important 
as to be taken up immediately? 

ft (No answer.) 
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SPECIAL MOTION. 


[17th Dec. 


The Bengal Turbulent Areas Ordinance, 1941. 

(On Mr. Speaker calling out the names of the members who tabled 
the resolution disapproving the Bengal Turbulent Areas Ordinance, 
1941, no one stood up to move the resolution which was accordingly 
passed over as not moved.) 


8pecial Motion. 

Nawabzada K. NA8ARULLAH: May 1 know, Sir, what has 
happened to the special motion for the release of Allama Mushrequi? 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 have not yet received the consent of the Hon’ble 
Minister concerned. 

Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, I submit that on the last occasion 
when a resolution in connection with the release of Mr. Sarat Chandra 
Bose was under discussion the consent of the Hon'ble the Chief Minister 
was obtained then and there and he w T as very good to give it. We 
hope that the Hon’ble the Chief Minister will be equally generous and 
magnanimous to give his consent readily to discuss this question of the 
release of Allama Mushrequi. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 have not yet received the consent and therefore 
the question does not arise. If the House so desires, 1 am quite prepared 
to muke an enquiry from the Home Minister as to whether he is prepar- 
ed and when he is prepared to take up the matter. 1 can ask him the 
question provided there is no debate on this point. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, the matter is of great 
public importance and 1 am, therefore, prepared to make a statement 

The resolution does not set out the reasons for which it has been 
demanded that Allama Mushrequi should be set at liberty. I take it, 
however, that the Allama is in very bad health — rather is in a dangerous 
condition — and that it is necessary that he should be set at liberty as 
■early as possible. Now, Sir, I am myself, a EV^ksar at heart. (Cries 
of “hear’', “hear” and interruption from the Opposition Benches.) 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 have allowed the statement to be made and it 
should be allowed. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Sir, we appreciate the statement. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I knew there will be an 
outburst and I purposely and deliberately made that statement. 
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Now, Sir, coming to the specific point, I have not the slightest 
desire to withhold consent, but if consent is given there will necessarily 
be a debate and it is necessary for us to find out what are the reasons 
for which and what is the Government which actually passed orders 
for the arrest of the Maulana. The Government of Bengal, as the late 
Home Minister is aware, has had nothing to do with the arrest or the 
detention of Allama Mushrequi. Besides, we have got to find out 
wliere*he is confined, what is the present state of his health and other 
matters relevant to the question of his release. Sir, we have been 
galling enquiries and it may be that at the very earliest opportunity — 
it may be to-morrow or the day after — we may be able to find out 
specific information on these points. When information is received 
we will consider in Cabinet and I have not the slightest doubt that 
consent will be given, but, as at present advised, at the present moment 
I have not got materials on which I can give an answer. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The next item is the Bengal Secondary Education 
Bill, h am informed, there is no desire to proceed with it. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No, Sir. 

Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, what has happened to the 

Secondary Education Bill? 

* • 

Mr. 8PEAKER. Government is not proceeding with the Bill. 

There is no other business to-day. The House stands adjourned 
till 4 p.m. to-morrow. 


Adjournment. 

The House was accordingly adjourned at 4-12 p.m. till 4 p.m. 
(Bengal time) on Thursday, the 18th December, 1941, at the Assembly 
House, Calcutta. 
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[18th (Dec. 1941 J 


Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Thursday, 
the 18th December, 1941, at 4 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Sir Muhammad Azizul Haqtje, C.i.e., 
Khan Bahadur) in the Chair, 6 Hon’ble Ministers and 195 members. 

Non-official business. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, we under- 
stand that there is a likelihood of ihe House being prorogued, to-day. 
In that case non-official members will lose their right of having any 
business. In view of the fact that you have always upheld 4 the privi- 
leges of members, I hope you will consider the case of members of 'the 
Opposition when they get an opportunity of introducing non-official 
business. I therefore hope that instead of proroguing the House you 
will give us a chance 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It is absolutely beyond me. All I say is that I 
will certainly represent to Government that at the next session thej 
may give more time in order to discuss non-official business. It was 
definitely understood that this session would continue , up to the 18th, 
and in fact on an enquin 1 found that the business of the House was 
fixed up to the 18th and no more. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I raised the question the 
other day and you gave us an assurance that you will consider this 
question . 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is not for me to say anyt^ig. 


Prorogation. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I have it in command from His Excellency the 
Governor that the Assembly do stand prorogued. 
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